About Epilepsy by Donald Scott MRCP DPM 2nd edn pp viii+ 189 £3.45 London:Duckworth 1973 This is a useful book, and although written primarily for nonmedical readers such as nurses, social workers and teachers, medical students and medical men who have not had much to do with the medical treatment of epilepsy and who need to know more will find it very useful.
It is well written and on the whole very clear. There are one or two points that the author might improve in the next edition. The drawing of the ventricles on page 13 might mean very little to those who have no prior knowledge of anatomy, while those who have will wonder where the arrows are pointing which are said to indicate 'pores'. There is a confusing sentence on page 40, where it is said that the normal response to a flickering light is 'localised to the brain'; presumably this is a misprint. The book is also intended for patients and their families, and the more intelligent and educated will certainly find it helpful. For the average patient it will be no substitute for careful explanation by the doctor, but the doctor's advice will be that much the better if he has read Dr Scott's book.
C J EARL
Handbook of Orthodontics for Students and General Practitioners by Robert E Moyers DDS PhD 3rd edn pp xiv+778 illustrated £12 Chicago: Year Book MedicalPublishers 1973 London: Lloyd-Luke Professor Moyers has expanded the text of his handbook in its third edition, but has broadly followed the original pattern. The first section deals with the biological background of growth and development and covers the skeletal and soft tissues. The teeth and developing occlusion are also included, with recognition of the variable patterns of individuality, and the etiology of malocclusion.
Section 2, entitled 'Diagnosis', details examination procedure, and includes classifications and analyses of malocclusions as well as the craniofacial skeleton and the orofacial musculature.
There follow chapters on the 'Biomechanics of tooth movement', and 'Planning orthodontic treatment', of which the former will be particularly useful to the student. Section 3 is intended to be used for reference by the interested practitioner. It is entitled 'Treatment', and includes indicated lines of treatment as well as documented cases and forms of apparatus, including removable appliances. There is a wealth of material here, but it is not intended to be the practitioner's vade-mecum with prescriptions for treatment.
The book is valuable because of the breadth of field which it covers, for the detail of its contents, including over 400 illustrations, and the extent of its chapter by chapter bibliography, though the omission of some useful European references is noted. As the author himself states: 'Although this is a third edition it will be found to be a new book written in response to the needs of a changing field in a changing profession'. It deserveseven at a price more than three times that of its predecessora place on library shelves accessible to senior undergraduates, postgraduates during their courses, as well as the interested practitioner to whom it is addressed in its title.
A C CAMPBELL

Cliniical Examination A Textbook for Students and Doctors by
Teachers of the Edinburgh Medical School edited by John Macleod 3rd edn pp xi +489 illustrated £4 Edinburgh &London: ChurchillLivingstone 1973 In the care of patients we constantly rediscover that a careful history and examination is the key to diagnosis. When students embark on their clinical training it is thus essential to introduce them to a systematic approach to eliciting historical facts from patients, and to noticing abnormalities on physical examination. This book provides such an approach.
In this third edition there has been one major (and sensible) change of emphasis. The chapter on 'Examination of the psychological state' has been brought forward to follow the first chapter, which deals with history taking. This emphasizes the importance of psychosomatic interactions in all disease states. Apart from this, the traditional approach to the various systems of the body is followed, with each chapter covering history and symptoms, methods of examination and the significance of any abnormal findings. The chapter on the nervous system has been rewritten, with an excellent emphasis on the anatomical and physiological background to the various tests. There are separate chapters on the locomotor system, on the infant and child, the use of the ophthalmoscope and the basic techniques used in the examination of urine, blood, vomit, feces &c.
There is very little to criticize in this book, and much to praise. The reference to case notes in Chapter 1 and in the appendix is perhaps a little
